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Emergent Geolab was set up in the outdoors of the abandonned Nuclear Power Plant of
Valdecaballeros, in the countryside of Extremadura in southwestern Spain, in an isolated
region that the locals call “Siberia”, at the unraveling edge of contemporary urban textures.
It tried to replay the choices that led to the production of industrial space in the 20th century.
But what is that space, and how does it appear in 2007?
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The power plant, considered private property, is
situated next to one of the region’s man-made
lakes, dammed up as part of the development
programs conducted under Franco. It is closed
off to the public with warnings of fines and criminal
consequences; but there was never any fissile
material here, so that prohibition is not taken too
seriously. Multiple holes cut in the chain link
fences offer access to the building, which is itself
unlocked. The inside is a labyrinth of vast,
windowless spaces, traversed by blind corridors
with stairwells leading down to flooded basements.
The rooms and hallways echo with dripping water,
footfalls, creaking metal and unidentifiable noises
amplified by gaping emptiness. To approach this
western European “heart of darkness” is to come
face-to-face with a massive, inadvertent
monument to the Faustian pact that bound entire
populations to the industrial State. The social
space of the twentieth century, with its highly
extended networks of energy transmission,
circulation and exchange, and its ultra-
concentrated hubs of industrial manufacture and
political-economic control, has been physically
produced by this Faustian pact, whose continuity
today is symbolized by the cryptic reality of the
entombed reactors.

The place itself was the strange attractor, at once
Arcadia and lingering nightmare. The construction
of the two reactors, was finally halted in the early
1980s by a popular movement, leaving only
massive buildings closed to the light, or maybe
the tombs of an old dream gone wrong. The
empty shell is surrounded with rusting wire fences,
still vibrating 24 hours a day with the static hum
of transformers rerouting current across the
national grid - the only functioning part of a plan
that led to nowhere. (*)

modern ruins of the 20th century
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planning the action
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the metaphore of the control room
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furniture for the geolab
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Architecture in the restricted sense is the
technical art of construction, whose finished
objects are the buildings, monuments and
plazas that trace out the plan of a city. But
architecture in a larger, never-finished sense
refers to the production of space itself: the
deployment of all the conduits, containers and
machines that open up or close off the possible
lives of human beings. Architecture in this
sense is the formal and material texture of a
society in time, its constructed, artificial texture,
inseparable from the flows, crossings,
combinations, passions and explosions whose
rhythms make up the pulse of social life: the
specific affects of the world, crisscrossed by
so many converging and diverging worlds. The
strategy that follows produce, not finished
objects, but interventions constructed and
deconstructed on the spot by multiple groups
and agencies - experimental events whose
traces take the form of relational networks,
cooperative forces gathering strength for the
transformation of the pulse. (*)

the art of teamwork
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setting the dome
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production of space / modular architecture
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Semi-transparent geodesic dome about
ten yards in diameter, on a farmer’s field
surrounded by grazing sheep. It’s half
shelter, half screen - an evanescent bubble
of technical know-how and artistic
creation, located right next to the hulking
concrete ruin of the Valdecaballeros
nuclear power plant. Installed computer
equipment in a semi-circle like a mock
control room, and filled the interior and
the surrounding grounds with hackers,
dancers, musicians, architects, free-
software enthusiasts, elements of the
regional government and whoever else
wanted to come along for a workshop
and a party beneath the sun, the rain
and the stars.

the spirit of Buckminster Fuller
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public electromagnetic space
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autonomous lab
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open source media-architecture
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connecting spaces



emergent geolab

wikiplaza

synthetic space...
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...second life digital mirror



emergent geolab

wikiplaza

what about the future?
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